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The Presidents report 

What a great time we had at the Swanson RSA last weekend. Jill Engle’s idea that 

we celebrate our club’s 40th anniversary was certainly well received with 60 

current and former members gathering for an excellent value buffet lunch and 

reconnecting with folk many had not seen in some time. Several people made a 

concerted effort to attend travelling long distances while navigating all sorts of 

challenges, namely the wild weather. Our club is like an extended family (and for 

some it is their family) with friendships made often lasting decades if not a lifetime. 

I know I certainly have made some wonderful friends during my 30 years in this club which I really value. 

Thanks to all who contributed to making this an event to remember. Our tramp the day following this event 

was intended to reinact the destination of our club’s first trip (Fairy Falls) along with an extended version 

reinacting how trampers accessed the Waitakeres “in the olden days” by train and lengthy tracks. With 

record rain fall we might have been better off with flippers and a snorkel! Boy oh boy did it rain! I think I 

need to invest in a new rain coat. Luckily it was not cold. 

I see Auckland Council has added another walkway to the cities growing network, this time at Westmere. If 

anyone has time to spare, it would be good to check it out and report back on suitability to include in our 

programme either on a Wed night or part of a Sunday walk.  

http://www.aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/EN/PLANSPOLICIESPROJECTS/COUNCILPROJECTS/Pages/Weona

walkway.aspx 

We have an event coming up that might suit trampers and non trampers alike. So if you are not feeling too 

fit or able bodied, but still enjoy outings with the club, this could be right up your alley. Balloons over 

Hamilton evening event on the 25thof March, staying at “Dell Hood’s hut”. Limited accommodation, so do 

register with me first.   

Enjoy reading Jill Dingle’s report later in this magazine of her, Sandra’s & Shirley’s recent South Island 

adventures on the Kepler. We welcome any trip reports, even if not official club trips. 

Happy tramping 

 

 

Peter 
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In Attendance at the 40th Celebrations  

 
VETERAN & FORMER 
MEMBERS  
(pre 10/3/96) 

 
CURRENT MEMBERS 

  
Dennis & Kathy Badan Louis Allerby 
Mike Denyer & Veronique Denyer Nariman Aziz 
Bruce & Maureen Fletcher Hadeel Kadir 
Ralph Fox Jill Bethell 
Jancis Hampton Shirley Bulog 
Alan Harwood Jill Dingle 
Miriam Harwood Annette Ellis 
Brian Kettle Valerie Ellis 
Lyndell & Ralph Lyon Jill Engle 
Christine Major Sandra Everitt 
Peter Scott Lynne Flood 
Val Mitchell Pam Goldie 
Joy Prebble Trish Hopkins 
Peter Tuohy John Miller 
George Venemore Shirley O’Sullivan 
Tom Wood Malcolm Robinson 
Geoff Yates Susan Russell  
Thelma Paterson Louis Segedin 
Ruth Kiddie Ian Song 
Linda & Greg Banks Cathy Gong 
Brian Fox Colin & Bronwyn Spencer 
Dell Hood Evelyn Swinburne 
 Mark & Denise Vazey 
 Marcia Clark 
 Noel Townley 
 Jill  & Doug Dingle 

 

Activities 

 

19 MarchAnawhata – Cannibal Creek 

8.30am 
 
Grade: Difficult 

Timing; 5+ hrs 
 
Members $6  Non members $11 
 

Meet at Anawhata Road. We will do a car shuttle and leave some 
vehicles back at Kuataika Track so we don't need to do a road bash at 
the end. From the carpark on Anawhata Road we will go down to the 
beach, along the beach and up, then follow the ridge north and 
eventually come down on Cannibal Creek. We will follow the creek for 
some distance and eventually come out near Kuataika Track. We will 
go back via Kuataika Track, up the hill and over the farmland. I have 
got permission to cross private land, so this is a different walk and includes a hidden waterfall (assuming I can find 
it!). There will be some route finding, several stream crossings and it will be about 5 or more hours. Bring togs. 

Leader:  Lynne Flood      P: 622 0436       E:floods@ihug.co.nz 

mailto:floods@ihug.co.nz
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20 March                        Club Night– Chris Vernon 
                               Walking/Running the Kepler Track  
 
7.30pmKelstonCommunity Centre Cnr Great North Road 
&Awaroa Road 
 
I’m sure Chris Vernon’s talk on walking and running the Kepler 
Track will be so interesting it will no doubt keep us on our 
toes!! 
 
 

 

 
26 March                    Balloons Over Hamilton (Free Event) 
 
Grade: Easy as! 
 
 
 Fare members $30 non members $35 

26 March Balloons over Hamilton (free event and buses) 

It is some time since we enjoyed this fun event. Travel down any 
time on Saturday. We will stay at club member Dell Hood’s house 
(might need own mattress and or tent). Flat section so a couple of 
campervans might be OK. From Dell’s house we will catch a bus to 
and from the balloonsoverwaikato.co.nz/ night glow event at the 
University. On the Sunday we will take an enjoyable walk along the 
mighty WaikatoRiver and/or if there is enough interest a bike ride. 
Lots of new paths to explore. 

Leaders: Dell Hood  P: 07 8550405E: dhood@xtra.co.nz 

Peter Tuohy   P:  828 3274  027 438 9944E:tait@slingshot.co.nz 

 

     

 
02 AprilCoastal Walk - Titirangi 
8.30am 

Meet outside 66 Avonleigh Avenue, Green Bay 
 
Grade: Easy – Time 3-4 hours 
 
 
 Fare members $5 non members $10 
An easy walk around the picturesque Titirangi Bays at low tide. We will 
walk down to the stunning Maori Bay and wonder around the coast to 
Jenkins Bay, Titirangi. This walk maybe muddy in places so please 
wear appropriate footwear. We will return via Titirangi Village, stop for 
refreshments before making our way back to Green Bay. 
 
Leader:  Val Ellis     P: 817 6813   E:valellis11@outlook.co.nz 
 

 

09 AprilSouthern Waitakeres 
8.30am 
 
Grade: Moderate – Time 4 hours 
 

mailto:dhood@xtra.co.nz
mailto:tait@slingshot.co.nz
mailto:valellis11@outlook.co.nz
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 Fare members $5 non members $10 
 
From Huia, we will head up the Fletcher Track and along the steep spur 
to the main ridge overlooking Huia. From there we will walk the ridge to 
Donald McLean Track and up toMt Donald McLean (389m) summit. 
Returning via the Karamatura Track alongside the stream. This track is 
Part of the Hillary and can be difficult & muddy in parts.  
 
Leader:   Denise Vazey    P: 027 329 0052      E: vazey@xtra.co.nz 
 
 
 
 

 

16 April                          Easter Weekend 

 
There is no club organised tramp for the long weekend. 
If anyone wishes to do an impromptu walk, just contact club members and 
meet at Glen Eden  as usual. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

18 April  - This is TuesdayClub Night– TBA 
 
7.30pmKelstonCommunity Centre Cnr Great North Road &Awaroa Road 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

23 April                      Piha 
8.30am 
 
Grade: Moderate – Time 4-5 hours 
 
 Fare members $5 non members $10 
 
We will start from walking up the Piha Valley to Centennial Quarry, up 
to Maungaroa Lookout Track & then along Maungaroa Ridge Track.  
Some steep sections along the ridge track and mostly walking in 
bush. 
 
Leader:  Mandy Adams   P:  021 177 6057        E: mand@ihug.co.nz 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:vazey@xtra.co.nz
mailto:mand@ihug.co.nz
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28 April – this is Friday                                Gibbs Farm 
 
Note:  No meeting at Glen Eden 
  
Today we will travel to the open air sculpture park at Gibbs Farm.  This 
amazing farm sculpture park is always a good day out.  Meet at 
Kaukapaka Hall, 947 Kaipara Coast Highway at 9.30 (approximately 
one hour from Henderson) and carpool to the entrance.  (I have 
entrance tickets for each driver.)  Numbers are restricted to 20 and 
bookings with the leader are essential.  
The farm is opened from 10am to 2pm.   
  
Cost:  Free entrance                           $10 car share, (if required) and $5 fee for non-members 
 
Contact:  Pam Goldie    P: 021 2146457 
 
 
 

 

30 April                                        TBA 
 
Dave Spiers will lead us on a tramp which is yet to be decided.  
 
 
Leader: Dave Spiers   P:8353272    E:  spiersy37@gmail.com 
 
 

 

                                    Trip Reports 

19 Feb  Goldies Bush  Leader  Louis Allerby 

Met every one at Glen Eden apart from Jill Dingle & Shirley O’Sullivan who 

met us at Horsman Rd. 

We headed off to the Omokoroa falls at 9.15am. Arrived at the falls & there 

was a good amount of water coming over to make it quite spectacular. We 

ambled down to the base of the falls before heading down Omokoroa 

Stream. After many stream crossings & a few wet butts, at one crossing 

Peter was up to his chest in water, thank goodness, we who are not so tall, 

took the other path for a shallower crossing, we then stopped for a well 

earned break. At the junction of Goldies Bush track we headed up the hill 

with many stairs to Constable Road and along to the start of the Fence Line 

Track, where we had lunch all lined up along the fence for a bit of shade. 

We decided not to walk the fence line & headed back down the many stairs 

across the bridge only to be met by more steps going up and made our way 

back to Horsman Road.  Some of us called into the Swanson Cafe for 

coffees, cake & smoothies before heading home. 

Thanks to all for a great day, my first tramp as a leader, I know it’s taken 

me 3 years to do this so I might do another in 3 years time!!  

Trampers: Jill Dingle, Peter Tuohy, Sandra Everitt, Shirley O’Sullivan, Val 

Ellis, Lynne Flood, John Miller, Pam Goldie, Trish Hopkins, Colin Spencer 

& new trampers, Fumiko Ono, Phil Chase & Alex Chung 

 

mailto:spiersy37@gmail.com
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Feb 26  Waiheke Island  Leader Peter Tuohy 

With a good forecast on the programme, 10 punters took a gamble and headed to Waiheke for the Onetangi beach 

races. Six made a weekend of it and stayed at the newly revamped Waiheke Backpackers (formerly Kina 

Backpackers). This place is looking very sharp having recently being taken over by the Auckland Council (of all 

people).  Perched high on the hill behind the beautiful Onetangi beach we enjoyed sweeping views across the bay to 

the many islands in the gulf. Saturday was a bit of a free-for-all with people largely doing their own thing at various 

beaches and markets and meeting for a very nice evening meal at the Boathouse Café. Having been joined by some 

day trippers on Sunday, some of the party took a walk of a couple of hours around the area incorporating the Forest & 

Bird Reserve and the zip line before reassembling on the beach to watch a range of races. This event certainly draws 

the crowds and is a festive day at the beach. With such fine weather and knowing the ferries would be packed, Louis 

and I did not leave the island until the 8pm ferry (having missed a bus and retiring to the pub for the next bus – any 

excuse!). 

Welcome to new comer Lee (newbie Alex’s wife). Hope you all had an enjoyable weekend. 

<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><>< 

 
Mar 12 Fairy Falls (40th Anniversary) Leader Bruce Fletcher 
  
We wondered if the trip was going to happen. The heaviest rainfall for many a day came on before Glen Eden. 
Ralph Fox was waiting for us at Glenmall and we headed off into the rain, barely able to see in some places. As we 
got further into the hills, the rain slowed down to a drizzle. We were pleasantly surprised to see 5 others waiting for us 
at the Fairy Falls carpark. Definitely hardy types! 
We decided to head for the Fairy Falls as planned and see how far we could get. A few minutes into the track and 
coming the other way were what appeared to be 6 drowned rats. Alas it was Peter Tuohy and the other intrepids who 
had caught the train to Swanson and tramped up from there. They had obviously been caught in the deluge and were 
keen to call Louis to come and pick them up. There was time, however for a group photograph with the full 
complement of 14 who were prepared to venture out in such weather. 
They continued on their way and we continued on toward the falls. The water was thundering through and we met a 
difficult crossing before the major descent to the falls. Three of us decided that this was a good place for lunch, whilst 
the rest went on down to the falls for a look, then backtracked. 
After lunch we decided to retrace our steps, then proceed along the Goodfellow Track and the Old Coach Rd back to 
Scenic Drive, arriving at 3.00pm. Not quite what we had in mind for the day, but we did not get wet or cold. It was then 
time to retreat to the café on the scenic drive for a well earned refreshment and reminisce on days gone by. 
It was a fitting end to a fantastic weekend. Catching up with old members and friends on Saturday is one we will 
remember for many a day. The committee deserves a big vote of thanks for organising this occasion. 
  
Members of the group-: Maureen & Bruce Fletcher; Dennis & Cathy Badan; Greg and Linda Banks; Ralph Fox; Denise 
Vazey. 
  
Bruce Fletcher 
 
<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><  

 

Feb 26 to March 4- Kepler Track with Milton Rotary Tramping Club. Jill Dingle 

 

 

Doug dropped Shirley and Sandra and me off for the Sunday 9am flight to 

Dunedin via Christchurch. We had arranged to meet the chartered bus there 

and it arrived at around 3pm with a good number of quiet grey haired trampers 

aboard. Next stop was McklayBoats, Milton, where our Leaders waited with all 

the food supplies. The Leaders were Suzie- dairy farmer, Steve- semi retired 

farmer and now local district Counsellor, and Ross – also a retired farmer. 

Several more members of the group were collected on route to Gore, where our 

driver had a break and we stretched our legs. By 7pm we were at TeAnau and unloading at the Motor camp South of 

town, lake side- near the DOC office. More of the group joined us there and the numbers came to 23 in total and a 

pre-tramp talk was delivered by Suzie. 
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The plan was to prepare our small day packs and have our big backpacks ready to drop off at Southern Lakes 
Helicopters depot on route to the track entrance. ‘Hannabal’ Hayes-(Sir Richard Hayes, KNZM, is a New Zealand 
helicopter pilot. With over 30,000 flying hours, he is among New Zealand's 
most experienced pilots. He is the CEO of Southern Lakes Helicopters, a 
helicopter transport provider based in Fiordland.[1]. Etc)- was there on the job 
as our packs and the food where unloaded from the bus for him to ferry up to 
theHut for us. Two people had chosen to carry their own packs (from the 
Waiau Control gates at the Sth end of TeAnau Lake to the hut at 
altitude1100metres) – Suzie who lead the whole way, and Maria from 
Brisbane(we were concerned). We lunched at the high limestone cliffs after 
climbing up through beech forest.  

By early afternoon we were on the tussock plateau you can see from the road 
to Milford. I posted a PANO to facebook and then put my phone away and 
used my little camera for the rest of the tramp.Some 6 hours after starting we were arriving at Luxmore like Browns 
cows. Enthralled by the beautiful weather now that the cloud had lifted and ready to lounge around in the sun after 
claiming a bunk. 

Pic:Yes that’s a baby on the deck! I was quietly thankful not to be in the same 
bunkroom as the baby. 

We were all pretty tired but the offer of a Speights was well received- thanks 
Mr Helicopter! 

Ranger Man gave us a nice flora and fauna talk outside while some of the 
group prepared dinner and then at 7.30 he did the Safety talk inside and that 
was not so interesting and I stopped listening- unfortunately. He apparently 
went on and on about lost property and what they have to do about it. Well silly 
me goes and leaves some important things behind the next morning don’t I. 
For the rest of the trip I have to borrow a plate, cup and spork, drink other 
people’s wine and worry sick about whether I will ever see my cell phone and 
down jacket again.-All contents of my little day pack. Shame! I guess I was too 
distracted and exhausted about the view and taking photos on the morning 
and then we appeared to be leaving half an hour earlier than I expected.  

Day 2-It was another perfect day and a detour to the Summit of Luxmorewas in 
order (while somebody guarded the packs from Keas), before tackling the long 
trail along the high ridges then the long descent 1400 metres to the Iris burn 
Hut and that freezing river.Roughly 8 hours tramping with full backpack. We 
were the walking wounded but soon cheered up after a pretend swim and a 
lathering of sand-fly repellent. Our 2 tough days were done and so we were 
very thankful and felt so lucky to have had good weather. Another satisfying 
dinner of macaroni rice spud mash and rehydrated peas and stew, washed 
down with various donations of alcoholic beverage and as much tea as you 
like. I was still quietly stressing about my lost property and didn’t sleep well. 
The Ranger at this hut was quite cynical about my written report of my loss. I 
thought best to be philosophical. 

Day 3- Iris Burn to Moturau Hut on the beach of Manapouri Lake - another long 
tramp but mostly flat with some kindly hills- beautiful more tropical bush of high 
Podocarps and mostly ladder fern undergrowth. The lake was very choppy with 
the Southerly blowing in but it would have been rude not to have had a swim- 
at least the sand-flies had blown away. The 4 women from Sunshine coast surf 
club showed their enthusiasm for the water, only about 10 degrees colder than 
they’re used to. We all had a very relaxing time sunning ourselves on the grass 
near the Hut here and just generally getting to know each other a bit more and 
tended to various foot problems. My first aid supplies were put to good use. 
Our leaders had heard by this time that my pack had been located and there 
would be a possible good outcome. Hope! 

This Ranger called Hedley was quite funny and restored my faith in DOC 
entertainment. 

 

I slept well and was not disturbed by hut noise as much as the others it seemed. No babies’ just restless snorers etc. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Knight_Companion_of_The_New_Zealand_Order_of_Merit
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fiordland
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Richard_Hayes_(pilot)#cite_note-1
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Day 4 was short and sweet- thank goodness we weren’t doing the full circuit back to the Gate bridge- although one of 
our group did do the extra 3 hours, but going as far as Rainbow reach bridge instead- just 90 minutes power walk- I 
was getting those poles going well by now.  

The bus was waiting and there was business to do in TeAnau and so it was late morning before we were on route to 
lunch stop, Gore then end of journey Dunedin where I said see you later to Shirley and Sandra and stayed on for 
another 2 nights to check out the big city. That’s another story- tour of the city, Cadbury factory, Speights Brewery, 
missing airport Shuttles bus and resulting $100 taxi fare, refund on accommodation!. Just as well I came home I 
suspect. And the Auckland Blues Rugby team were on the same flight from Wellington- somewhat subdued I noticed.  

 
 

 New Members 

   

 Alex Chung & Lee Youn Sook Jung 
  6 Zingaro Place 
  Massey 
   
  P: 0224868300 
  E: alex1472@gmail.com 
 

 

 

 
<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><> 

My name is James Taylor. I planned to do the Lake Waikaremoana tramp with a group of boys in October last year. 

Unfortunately I had to cancel it just two days before the tramp and I was unable to get a refund. I was however able to 

rebook for later but they have to be used before the end of July. I am not able to go there again and so I am 

wondering if any of your members would like to purchase the tickets to be used before then. I have 9 nights hut 

passes (we had 3 people for 3 nights). If you know anyone who might be interested then please let me know ASAP as 

it would be a great help if I didn’t have to let them go to waste. 

James,  office@badrainage.co.nz   027 423 5815. 

<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><> 

Trip Grading 

 
Trip Grading:  All times include breaks. 

Introductory – Easy, minor climbs, good tracks around 3 hours duration.  No experience required. 

 

Easy/Moderate – Average tracks, some hills, 3 – 4 hours, reasonable fitness required. 

 

Moderate - Moderate climbs, rough tracks, maybe stream crossings, 3 –4 hours, good level of fitness required. 

 

Difficult- Long, steep climbs, very rough tracks, difficult stream crossings, 4 hours or more. 
 For experienced trampers only. 

 
 
 

mailto:alex1472@gmail.com
mailto:office@badrainage.co.nz
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 The Committee including non-committee Assistants (last four) 

Peter Tuohy 
 

President 828 3274 tait@slingshot.co.nz 

Jill Engle 
 

Secretary 626 4325 jengle23a@vodafone.co.nz 

Trish Hopkins 
 

Treasurer FMC mag distributor 835 4405 waitakereforever@gmail.com 

Louis Allerby Vice President/Editor 827 9047 louall@xtra.co.nz 
 

Louis Segedin Trip Coordinator 817 6478 
 

louis@rocketkitchen.co.nz 

Colin Spencer 
 

Marketing and 
New Members 

838 5706 
 

broncol@windowslive.com 
 

Shirley Bulog 
 

Club night speakers 810 9303 sbulog@hotmail.com 
 

Chris Green Newsletter printing 838 5888 
 

cogreen@actrix.co.nz 
 

Joy Prebble 
Shirley Bulog 

Social Convenors 
 

813 5330 
810 9303 

Joyprebble@xtra.co.nz 
sbulog@hotmail.com 

Joy Prebble 
 

Supper Host 813 5330 joyprebble@xtra.co.nz 

Geoff Yates 
 

Committee Member 8108456  

Tom Wood Locator Beacon holder 815 5795 trwood@xtra.co.nz 
 

Mark Vazey Gear Steward 8271552 vazey@xtra.co.nz 
 

Miriam Harwood Overdue parties 8189314 m007harwood@gmail.com 
 

Christine Major 
 

Webmaster 3784404 christine.major@clear.net.nz 
 

 

mailto:tait@slingshot.co.nz
mailto:jengle23a@vodafone.co.nz
mailto:waitakereforever@gmail.com
mailto:louall@xtra.co.nz
mailto:louis@rocketkitchen.co.nz
mailto:broncol@windowslive.com
mailto:sbulog@hotmail.com
mailto:cogreen@actrix.co.nz
mailto:Joyprebble@xtra.co.nz
mailto:sbulog@hotmail.com
mailto:joyprebble@xtra.co.nz
mailto:trwood@xtra.co.nz
mailto:vazey@xtra.co.nz
mailto:m007harwood@gmail.com
mailto:christine.major@clear.net.nz

